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1. Definitions includeΧ 
¶ (T)ESL: (Teaching) English as a Second Language: (for living and working in a primarily English-speaking 

environment).  

¶ (T)EFL: (Teaching) English as a Foreign Language (not required in studentsΩ daily living and working 

environment). 

¶ TESOL: Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages. 

¶ ESP: English for Specific Purposes (for example survival or business). 

¶ VESL: Vocational English as a Second Language (a category of ESP, including purposes such as English 

for computers or tourism). 

¶ LEP: learners with Limited English Proficiency. 

 

2. vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΧ 
¶ Am I interested in  

o TESL / TEFL itself? 

o what comes with it? (What does come with it?) 

o both? 

¶ Is this something to hold me over until I decide what I really want to do? If so, how long will I give 

myself? 

¶ Could this be a permanent career? Why or why not? 

¶ WƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴ άŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭέ permanent career?  

o Should I prepare for that scenario sooner rather later by getting a certification or degree?  

o TEFL: Am I willing to wake up and realize IΩve been an expat for 20 years? 

¶ Where do I want to teach ς at home? Abroad? Why? 
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3. Getting qualified   

 
¶ Why? Because among other thingsΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭΧ  

o be a better teacher. 

o have more and better-paying job options, helping your qualification pay for itself. 

¶ How qualified do you want / need to be? That ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴΧ 

o whether you want to get your certificate / degree onsite (on campus), which mayΧ 

Ê help you focus more on your learning. 

Ê help you build a stronger support network. 

Ê be more favorable ƛƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΩ eyes, since you are more likely to do supervised practice 

teaching. 

o whether you want to get your certificate / degree online (by distance learning), which mayΧ 

Ê be better-suited for ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ-service (currently teaching). 

Ê require you to incorporate your current teaching into the program. 

o how intensely you want to study, and for how long you can / want to maintain that energy level.  

o ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ willing to be out of the workforce. 

o how much recognition you want your qualification to have. No one international organization 

recognizes every qualification! 

o where you want to work (country, type of institution). 

 

 

¶ A teaching certificate program / Teaching diploma programΧ 

o is a minimum requirement for employment at most schools worldwide. LǘΩǎ not on its own, 

however, enough to teach in most US institutions. 

o is usually highly intensive and feature lots of testing. 

o varies in length 

Ê Teaching certificate programs generally run for 2 ς 6 weeks. Because of the amount of 

information covered, a 4+ week course is likely to be more valuable. 

Ê Teaching diploma programs require up to one year. 

o varies greatly in cost. 

Ê Some online teaching certificate programs run for as little as US$400.  

Ê Programs ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¦{Ϸулл ǘƻ Ϸнллл ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

Ê Large franchise schools often charge more; up to 40% of their fees go to an umbrella 

organization. 

Ê Some courses offer discount during slow seasons; you have nothing to lose by asking! 

o should include 100+ classroom hours and a practical training component. 

o should provide well-qualified, experienced teacher trainers. Research this!  

o should be accredited by various state organizations. Confirm this up front! 

o may be specific to a country. If you want to teach in Thailand, for example, you can join one of the 

programs which certify you in Thailand. 

Ê Programs may include country- and culture-specific courses which will benefit your work. 
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Ê You might have an advantage in terms of in-country career counseling and job leads. 

o cannot really guarantee you a job upon graduation! Some ads promise this ς look at the fine print, 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ twists within the claims! 

 

¶ The best-known UK-based programs: 

o The RSA / Cambridge CELTA (Royal Society for the Encouragement of the Arts / Cambridge 

Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults)Χ 

Ê Is recognized internationally, popular with both 9{[ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9C[ άǘǊŀǾŜƭ-ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦέ 

Ê Is extremely intensive, and includes six hours of supervised teaching.  

Ê offers part-time and full-time options. 

Ê is offered by 280 centers in 54 countries. 

Ê is, on its own, generally not enough to teach in most US institutions.  

o CELTYL (Certificate in English Language Teaching to Young Learners). 

o The DELTA (Diploma in English Language Teaching to Adults)Χ 

Ê is offered by the same organization as CELTA. 

Ê is often seen as a follow-up to the CELTA for people who have some teaching experience and 

now want to pursue EFL as their life career. 

Ê has been integrated into some MA programs. In other words, your MA may include DELTA 

Certification. 

Ê does not include non-teaching-related areas such as administration or teacher-training. 

o Distance DELTA (online option) 

o The Trinity CertTESOL (Certificate in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) ƛǎΧ 

Ê  thought of as roughly equivalent to a CELTA. 

Ê offered in many countries around the world. 

Ê offers various options include intensive courses and distance learning. 

o Trinity CertTEYL (Certificate in Teaching English to Young Learners) 

 

 

¶ The SIT TESOL Certificate Program iǎΧ 

o a 130-hour course featuring various modules such as reading, writing, and grammar. 

o offered at various locations around the world. 

 

 

¶ A masters ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΧ 

o is the most widely available option in the US and Canada, offered by more than 300 universities. 

o mŀȅ Ǝƻ ōȅ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎΧ 

Ê MA in Teaching (MAT) in ESL or EFL. 

Ê Master of Arts (MA) or Science (MS) in Applied Linguistics. 

Ê Master of Education (Med) in TESOL.  

Ê MA in English with an Emphasis in TESOL. 

o is required for almost all college and university positions. 

o can be done either on-campus or by distance learning. 


